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THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CHESTERFIELD 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

April 22, 2015 
 
 

On April 22, 2015, a regular meeting of the Chesterfield Township Zoning Board of Appeals 
was held at the Township Hall located at 47275 Sugarbush, Chesterfield, MI  48047. 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Stepnak called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
2. ROLL CALL:            Present:    Marvin Stepnak, Chairman 
      James Klonowski, Vice-Chairman 
      Thomas Yaschen, Secretary 
      David Joseph, Twp. Board Liaison 
      Patrick Militello 
       
       Absent: Carl Leonard, Planning Comm. Liaison, excused  
      Wendy Jones, excused 
 
Gary DeMaster attended the meeting as the representative from the Building Department. 

 
 
3.        PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

Chairman Stepnak explained the procedures to the audience.   
 
 

4. ZBA PETITION #2015-01:  Everest Group, 13269 Burningwood  Drive,   
     Washington, MI 48094. Requesting variance for a temporary construction   
     trailer to complete units in the Chesterfield Square Villas Condominium    
     Community located on the north side on 23 Mile, west of Fairchild Road. 
 

 Joe Rather, Everest Group, addressed the board. 
 
 Petitioner stated that were requesting to put in a construction trailer for three or four 

months until they get the first building up. 
 
 Mr. Militello had no questions. 
 
 Mr. Klonowski asked if this was for an office at the site? 
 
 Petitioner replied that it would be both a construction trailer for some equipment and 

an office. 
 Mr. Klonowski commented that he had no problems with it. 
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 Mr. Joseph stated that he had been discussing the matter with the Building 

Department Superintendent.  He asked if the trailer would serve to create an office for 
the site? 

 
 Petitioner replied that it was just a temporary thing until the first building is up. 
 
 Mr. Joseph asked if the petitioners were completing Phase 1 construction of the 

original plan. 
 
 Petitioner answered yes. He mentioned that there were thirty more units to do and 

they would like to finish those up. 
 
 Mr. Joseph asked what the petitioner anticipates for the length of time the trailer would 

be at the site? 
 
 Petitioner replied three to four months until they complete the first building and then 

they can move things into the garage of the model. 
 
 Mr. Yaschen had no questions. 
 
 Chairman Stepnak stated that the ZBA has entertained these types of petitions before 

and generally they will approve it with a six month window.  He mentioned that the 
petitioners would be responsible for having all the inspections done and also cleaning 
up the area after the trailer is removed.  He explained that in the past, the board has 
required that the petitioner post a bond to make sure the area is cleaned up and 
generally they leave that up to the discretion of the Building Department.   

 
 Public Comments: 
 
 Donna LaForest, 25401 Samantha, Chesterfield, MI addressed the board. 
 
 Ms. LaForest stated that she was the President of the Chesterfield Square Condo 

Association which would make them their neighbors. She mentioned that she did not 
have an issue with the trailer.  She merely came to the meeting to meet the petitioner 
to discuss a few issues about the development and the pond at the back. 

 
 Chairman Stepnak stated that she could talk to the petitioner at the end of the 

meeting, however, at this juncture the board would only be looking at the temporary 
trailer. 

 
 There were no other public comments. 
 
 Chairman Stepnak stated that basically the petitioners were looking at putting up a 

temporary trailer for up to six months. 
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 Petitioner answered that he thought they would only need the trailer for about four 

months because the permits are ready and they are starting the project in a few 
weeks. 

 
 Motion by Mr. Joseph to approve Petition #2015-01for the Everest Group at  

13269 Burningwood  Drive, Washington, MI 48094.  The approval of the requested 
variance is for a temporary construction trailer to complete units in the Chesterfield 
Square Villas Condominium  Community located on the north side on 23 Mile, west of 
Fairchild Road. 

 
 Supported by Chairman Stepnak  
 
 Chairman Stepnak requested that it be included into the Motion that the variance 

would be for six months’ time and basically the petitioner must adhere to all 
construction, electrical, etc. regulations and ordinances.  The petitioner is required to 
post a bond which would be predicated by the Building Department so that once the 
petitioners move the trailer out, the site would be returned to the original condition. 

 
 Mr. Joseph agreed to the additions to his Motion. 
 
 Chairman Stepnak continued support. 
  

Ayes:  All 
 

Nays: None       Motion Granted 
 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 There was no old business. 
 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 Chairman Stepnak mentioned that Janice Giese would like to know if the ZBA board 
           members had the tool kit or the Beyond the Basics handbook.  He stated that he did 
           not know if any of the members had these items.  He mentioned that if there is money 
           in the budget to get these items, he thought they would be useful to the board 
           members. He also stated that anyone who needed to make a change to the ZBA 
           contact list, please contact Sherri.  He commented that James has an email now and 
           he should call Sherri with that information. 

 
Mr. Klonowski stated that he would just email her.  
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 Mr. Yaschen mentioned that there was one petition for the meeting on May 13th. 
 
7.       APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PRIOR MEETING: 
 

Motion by Mr. Yaschen to approve the minutes from the December 10, 2014 meeting. 
 
Supported by Mr. Klonowski 
 
Ayes:  All 
 
Nays: None       Motion Granted 

 
 
8.       COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR: 
 

   There were no comments from the floor. 
 

 
 9.      ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Motion by Mr. Yaschen to adjourn at 7:13 PM 
 
Supported by Mr. Joseph 
 
 Ayes:  All 

 
 Nays: None       Motion Granted 

 

 

__________________________                      ________________________________ 
Thomas Yaschen, Secretary   Grace Mastronardi, Recording Secretary 


